
India
2016

An album of the International Business Honor Society’s 
service trip to India over spring break.

International Business Honor Society
I B H S F I U



Bandhwari Poufs
IBHS India Project, March 2016







Our Story

During Spring break 2016, the 
International Business Honor Society 

at Florida International University took 
nine students across the globe to a small 

rural village in India. While there, the 
students embarked on a life-changing 
journey that would see them work to

lift the community out of poverty
by helping a small group of

women start a business.



The Pouf
IBHS needed to think of a product or service which the women of 
Bandhwari would be able to produce in a sustainable, cost-efficient man-
ner based on their available resources and skills.

After much deliberation, the team finally settled on the Moroccan pouf, 
which is a decorative piece of furniture similar to an ottoman. This prod-
uct was chosen based on the affordability of the materials, the ready 
availability of colorful fabrics in India, and the exceptional sewing skills of 
the Bandhwari women.





Tools of the trade
A few hand-cranked sewing machines, a couple of pairs of scissors, some chalk 
from the elementary school next door, paper plates, recycled newspaper, and some 
markers borrowed from one of the women’s children. These are the tools that ev-
eryone hopes will forge a path towards a brighter future.





THE PROCESS



THE PROCESS Over the course of one week, the members 
of IBHS worked tirelessly with the Bandhwari 

women to create a small batch of proto-
types as a means to both teach and learn 

about the manufacturing process.





















The Bandhwari Pouf
After a long week of cutting, sewing, teamwork, and exploration, 
the Bandhwari women blew us away with their three beautifully 
hand-crafted Bandhwari poufs.

No one could have expected the high level of quality that these initial 
prototypes exchibited. These women made the best out of the limited 
tools that they had to work with, giving everyone hope for the future 
of this project.



Thank You!
This project was made possible thanks to contributions from various organizations, 
the fundraising efforts of the entire International Business Honor Society, and of 
course the incredble work of the Bandhwari women.

The Bandhwari women pictured on the next page above, from left to right are 
Poonam, Sonia, Sumitra, Nisha, Pooja, and Anita

The members of the International Business Honor Society pictured on the next 
page below, from left to right are Alejandro Ramallo, Gabriel Garcia, Sofia Garcia, 
Phabian Clark, Juan Toro, David Wernick, Melissa Marie, Camila Li, Jade Jamie, and 
Deidre Oge (not pictured)

The Bandhwari Team






